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Wang Changlin Study on the Value of Zen Literature in the Yuan, Ming and Qing
Dynasties

Abstract: Currently, the study of Zen literature vocabulary focuses on Zen books of the
Tang and Song Dynasties, while Zen words of the Yuan Dynasty make little effort, showing
a research pattern of “the head is heavy and the tail is light” , which is not conducive to the
systematic and in-depth development of the study of Zen vocabulary. As an important part
of Zen literature, Zen books of the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties has its own distinctive
language features, and must be paid due attention. This paper mainly discusses its four aspects
of vocabulary research value, such as deciphering the difficult words in Zen books of the Tang
and Song Dynasties, promoting the historical evolution of Zen words, tracing the origin of
Chinese dialects and revising the large-scale Chinese dictionaries.

Key words: Zen literature; the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties; Vocabulary research;
Common language research; Chinese dictionary

Jin Qiran A Study on the Distinction Between the Chinese Characters Nang (%) and
Tuo (%) in Early China

Abstract: There are five main arguments on the semantic distinction between the Chinese
characters Nang (%% ) and Tuo (%% ) in early China. The primary debate is on which one refers
to the beg with a bottom. In the late Shang and early Western Zhou bronze inscriptions, there
are two sets of graphs that refer to begs, and their formal distinction is whether the graphs
have a bottom. Focusing on the Tianwang (KT~ ) Gui inscription, the paper demonstrates that
the graph that looks like a beg, tied on two sides without a bottom, must be read as Nang. It
suggests that in the bronze inscriptions, the graph Nang refers to the beg without a bottom,
whereas the graph Tuo means the beg with a bottom. In the oracle bone inscriptions, there are
two similar sets of graphs. Based on a semantic examination of their context, it is clear that
their semantic distinction is similar to bronze inscriptions. Therefore, the paper concludes
that in early China, the graph Nang refers to the beg without a bottom, whereas the graph Tuo
means the beg with a bottom.

Key words: Paleography; Nang (%¢ ) ; Tuo (%% ) ; Tianwang ( X T-) Gui; Bronze inscriptions;
Oracle bones



